
 
December 17, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
I have enjoyed having your child this year in 6th Grade Literacy.  As we prepare to end the 
semester, I wanted to update you on my recent absences.  Over the last couple of weeks, my 
Dad has become very ill.  On December 6, he was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia.  He 
was scheduled to arrive in Houston last Monday, but suffered a blood clot to his lungs and 
possible heart attack on the weekend prior to leaving.  Due to his condition, he has been sent to 
MD Anderson Hospital in Houston, Texas.  We arrived over the weekend and his condition 
continues to deteriorate, but we are hopeful that he will begin to improve soon so that he can 
start treatment for the leukemia. 
 
I wanted to give you this update because I know how important your child’s education is to you. 
It is very important to me, too.  I love my job and my students.  It has been difficult for me to be 
away from my classroom the last couple of weeks, but my family needs me and I need them!  I 
am not sure what the next few weeks or months may bring, but I want to assure you that even 
though I may not be physically present in my classroom, I will be preparing lessons and 
communicating with my co-Literacy teacher, Miss Huff, as well as the rest of our 6th Grade 
team.  Your child is in wonderful hands at LMS.  
 
Grades for the end of the semester will be updated over our holiday break.  I apologize for this 
delay.  Thank you for your continued support.  If you have questions or concerns, please feel 
free to email me.  I hope you enjoy a wonderful holiday with your child.  
 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
 
 
Courtney Swiney, 
6th Grade Literacy 


